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departed spirits) for the spirits of the good and just; who are
there gathered to their Fathers, with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and are there " comforted" and " lire before GOD in a
state of joy and felicity;" awaiting their perfect consummation
of bliss, both in body and soul, in Heaceii, after the general
resurrection; seem to have been designed for PauFfi comfort,
support, and encouragement under his ensuing trials and perse-
cutions, by giving him a foretaste,, as it were, of tli&t fullness of
joy and pleasures for evermore, at GOD'S right hand TO. Heaven;
and that antecedent Hiss with CHRIST, which eye hath not
seen nor ear heard, nor hath entered into the heart of man to
conceive,, in Paradiw, Psalm xvi. II, Isai. Ixiv. 43 I Cor. ii. 9,
Phil. i. 28, Luke xxiii 48,

They seem also admirably calculated to instruct the infidel
world; refuting by anticipation, that mischievous heresy of the
Novellists, about the middle of the third century, mentioned by
Eusebius, EccL Hist. VI. 37, who held, that the souls of inert
die idih their bodies-, but are restored lo life to<jelher with /he
same loJies at the resurrection ; nearly analogous to which, is
the supposed sleep of the <soul during the interval between death
and the resurrection. For it is evident., from the Apostle's doubts,
whether he saw these visions in the lody, or out of the body,
that he clearly held the different natures of the so it I and body,
and that the former might subsist in a sentient state, totally
separate, or detached Iroiu the latter; and that it is, indeed,
actually separated from the body at death, lie asserts elsewhere,
" Ttfe prefer rather to be absent from the body, and to be pre-
senl'irifh THE LORD/' or I prefer death to life, 2 Cor. v. 8. " I
am desirous to depart [from the budyj\ and to be tcith CillliST;
for this is better for me by far ; but to remain in ike Jlesh, is
more necessary for you ;" or for your improvement in the faith,
Phil. i. 23, 24. But how would it be/cw better for the Apostle
to die, if his soul was then to be deprived of all sense, and sink
into a total lethargy, and utter oblivion of things, as in profound
deep ? or, how could such a state of insensibility gratify his
ardent wish to be with ClilllST in Paradise ?

To prevent the Apostle, however, from being over-elated by
this excellency of Bereta/ions, vouchsafed to him, and to remind
him constantly of the imperfection of his nature, he was tried
with a thorn in thejlesh, an Angel of Satan permitted to buffet
him, through the whole course of Ms ministry, 2 Cor. xii. 7,